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High school diploma requirements

To earn an CJUSD high school diploma:  

• You must earn 230 credits (5 credits = one class per 

semester)

An “F” grade = 0 credits

If you fail a class, you have to retake it in summer school

If you do not earn credits, you do not move on to the next grade level

If you do not earn 230 credits, you do not graduate with your peers



HS Diploma Requirements

Freshman Year (Ninth Grade) 
English I (two semesters) - required 

Physical Science I (two semesters) - required 

Math – Algebra or Geometry (two semesters) - required 

Physical Education (two semesters) - required 

Foreign Language or elective (two semesters) - required 

Elective (two semesters) – required

Junior Year (Eleventh Grade) 
English III (two semesters) - required 

U.S. History (two semesters) - required 

Elective/Chemistry (two semesters) - required 

Elective/Math (two semesters) - required 

Elective (two semesters) - required 

Elective (two semesters) - required 

Sophomore Year (Tenth Grade) 
English II (two semesters) - required 

Biology (two semesters) - required 

Math Geometry or Algebra II (two semesters) - required 

Physical Education (two semesters) - required 

World History/Culture (two semesters) - required 

Foreign Language or elective (two semesters) – required

Senior Year (Twelfth Grade) 
English IV (two semesters) - required 

Economics (one semester) - required 

Government (one semester) - required 

Elective (two semesters) - required 

Elective (two semesters) - required 

Elective 

Elective

5 units per class per semester 

Total = 230 credits



More Education = More Money



Community 

College

100+ campuses

Associate’s Degree

Certificate Programs

Higher Education Options in California



California State 
University (CSU)

23 Campuses

Bachelor’s 

Master’s 

A few Doctorate 
programs



University of California (UC) 

10 campuses

Bachelor’s 

Master’s 

Doctorate



Private 

University

70+ 

Campuses

BA

MA

PhD



Vocational Training (Certificate programs)

• UEI, ITT, DEVRY, Culinary School  etc… 

(Cosmetology, Computer programming, Dental/Medical 

Assistant, Chef)

U.S. Armed Forces

• Marines, Navy, Coast Guard, Army, Air Force, National 

Guard

Other Options



Keep your options open!!!

Work to ensure you are eligible for 4-year university 

acceptance; ALL the options will be open when you are ready 

to decide.  

1. Tell your HS School Counselor “I’m on the A-G track”

2. Work hard to get “C” grades or better in all A-G courses  

3. Prepare for and take the SAT & ACT

4-year University Eligibility:  



A-G Requirements

A - History and Social Science 2 years

Including one year of U.S. History

B- English 4 years

C- Mathematics 3 years (4 rec)

Beginning with Integrated Math I 

D- Lab Science 2 years (3 rec)

Laboratory sciences: Biology, Chemistry, and/or Physics



E - Foreign Language 2 years (3 rec)

2-3 years of the same language

F- Visual and Performing Arts 1 year

One year long course selected from dance, 

music, theater/drama, and visual arts

G- College Prep Electives 1 year

Chosen from any area on approved A-G list

A-G Requirements (con’t)



SAT & ACT
SCHOLASTIC ASSESSMENT TEST

&

AMERICAN COLLEGE TESTING

You will need to take the SAT or ACT for UC, CSU, and Private 
Colleges admission. 

• Both UC and CSU will accept your highest score from either tests, 
so you can take it as many times as you would like.

• PSAT is a practice test to help you prepare and familiarize you 
with the format.  

• Best thing you can do to prepare today is READ, READ, READ!  
Reading for pleasure increases your vocabulary which is huge on 
the SAT.  



Paying for College

• Apply for financial aid by submitting the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Deadline is March 2nd.

• www.fafsa.ed.gov

• Grant

• Needs based financial aid.  Grants pay your way through college 
and do not need to be repaid once you graduate

• Scholarship

• Academic achievement, leadership skills, special talents, career 
interests, heritage, community service or other criteria and do not 
need to be repaid. 

• Loan

• Borrowed money that must be repaid with interest

• Work Study

• Students work at colleges and universities while attending school.  
Money can be used as a means of financial aid

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


REALITY…
You are 4.5 years away from being an adult.

• High school is around the corner, and you will be required to earn 230 

credits to earn your diploma.

• Your grades now, will translate into your income potential as an adult. 

• Think of your current grades/work ethics, and ask yourself: 

a) Which college(s) will accept me with the type of grades that I’m earning?

b) Who will hire me in the future with my current work ethics?

• If any of your answers scare you, then now is the time to turn things around.

It is never too late!  


